Food chains and webs

Going deeper activities
Curriculum Links
England
 Science: Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying producers, predators and prey
Wales
 T
 he World Around Us: The interdependence of living organisms in two environments and their
representation as food chains
Northern Ireland
 The world around us: How living things rely on each other within the natural world

Activity A
Look at the ‘Food chains and webs’ visual (see final page of this document). This is a food chain.
It is a series of living things that have one another in their diet. Most animals however, have more
than just one thing in their diet. What were the diets of the animals you saw on your visit to WWT?
Can you think of an animal that eats two or three different things? (Many birds eat seeds, insects
and berries. Foxes eat rabbits, birds and insects.) An otter eats trout, as on this visual, but it also
eats rabbits. Model adding rabbit to the visual. What does a rabbit eat? Grass, wildflowers, clover.
Add one of these to the visual too. These food chains have now been joined together. A food web
is what is formed when many different food chains are joined together.
Provide learners with a copy of the ‘Food chains and webs’ visual. Using it as a base, ask learners
to turn the food chain into a food web by adding the following: frog, dragonfly, mosquito, duck,
algae and heron (you may need to display images of these creatures on the board depending
on how familiar your learners are with these animals). Discuss how interlocked a food web is.
Challenge the learners to make it even more complex.
Can you add any more living things to the web? (e.g. foxes eat frogs and ducks). NB. It is not
expected that learners will accurately know what all animals eat. For example, learners may know
that hedgehogs eat insects but not know which ones. At this stage that is ok. Learners could either
write ‘insects’ or make a sensible guess as to which ones they think.

Activity B
Play ‘Build a Food Web’ with a partner. With a blank piece of paper in front of them, take it in turns
to add one living thing to the food web at a time.
How large can they make the food web together?

AGES

7-11

Less time?
Just do Activity A

Have a whole afternoon?
Extend Activity A by discussing the words producer, predator and prey. Producer means a living
thing, such as a plant, that makes/produces its own food, prey means an animal that is hunted
and killed by another for food and predator means an animal that naturally hunts and kills others.
Ask each learner to write labels on their food web to identify each living thing as a producer, a
predator or prey.
Where in the food chain is the producer? Where is the prey and the predator? Is it possible for a
living thing to be prey and a predator?

Go outside
In small groups, with a clipboard between them, learners explore the outdoor area, completing a
quiz that has been set for them e.g. 1. Name two producers you can see from the climbing frame
2. Many food chains exist in our playground, write one down 3. Write the name of a predator in
our playground 4. Is there anything a bird can eat in our school grounds? 5. Where would you
find food for a hedgehog in our playground?
When each group has completed their quiz, swap them over with another group’s quiz and give
them time to look at the alternative answers they could have come up with. Additionally, learners
could show off their new knowledge by writing a quiz for their parents or siblings and inviting them
to complete it.
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