Habitats

Getting into activities
Curriculum Links
England
 Science: Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe
how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants,
and how they depend on each other
Northern Ireland
 The world around us: How place influences plant and animal life
Wales
 Knowledge and Understanding of the World: Myself and other living things
 ESDGC: Different habitats support different animals and plants

Activity A
Show the class the ‘Habitats’ visual (see final page of this document). Explain that this is a
wetland. A wetland is land which is wet most or all of the time. Now introduce the word ‘habitat’
and explain that it is a natural environment, or home, for plants and animals. Wetlands are a
habitat. Can you think of any other habitats? (forest, ocean, desert etc). At this point, explain
‘microhabitat’. Micro means extremely small so a microhabitat is therefore a very small home or
habitat. Which microhabitats can you see on the visual? (a tree, a pile of rocks, beneath a bush,
on the grass, the bank of a pond, a hole in the ground, a rotting log). Use a thick coloured pen to
circle the microhabitats identified, on the class copy of the visual. What animals might live in these
microhabitats? (woodlice, frogs, earthworms, birds and rabbits). Ask learners to look out for these
microhabitats and creatures on their upcoming visit to WWT.

Activity B
Split the class into groups and go outside. Challenge each group to find as many microhabitats as
they can. Now gather everyone and give each group a hula hoop. Ask the groups to choose one
of the microhabitats they found and put a hoop around, on or near it. What would you call your
microhabitat? Walk around from hoop to hoop and allow each group to observe and describe
the microhabitat to the rest of the class. How are these microhabitats similar or different to the
wetland microhabitats you identified on the ‘Habitats’ visual?

AGES

5-7

Less time?
Just do Activity A

Have a whole afternoon?
Extend Activity A by giving children a copy of the ‘Habitats’ visual and asking them to write labels
(e.g. log, rock, tree, bush, hole), or circle, the microhabitats they can see. They could even draw
animals onto those microhabitats too, or stick small pictures that you have provided them with e.g.
duck, spider, bird, earthworm and frog.

Go outside
With the hula hoops still in place, call out the name of common animals e.g. ladybird, spider, bird,
fox, frog. Children must identify and move to the microhabitat that animal is most likely to live in.
Before calling out another animal, ask children why they have chosen the microhabitat they are
standing beside.
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