
Habitats

Getting into activities

Activity A

Give each learner a copy of the ‘Habitats’ visual (see final page of this document). Explain that 
this shows a wetland and this activity will help them to prepare for their visit to WWT, a charity 
that protects wetlands. What is a wetland? (a wetland is land which is wet most or all of the time). 
Wetlands occur where land meets water and provide habitats for a huge range of wildlife and 
plants. Within any wetland habitat there are many microhabitats. Which microhabitats can you 
see on the ‘Living things and habitats’ visual? 

Ask learners to find as many microhabitats as they can on the visual and label them (a rotting log, 
a pile of rocks, the bank of a pond, a tree, a hole in the ground etc). Which living things might you 
find in these microhabitats? 

Working their way through the following six animal groups: mammals, fish, invertebrates, birds, 
reptiles and amphibians, learners should annotate the microhabitats they have identified with 
species that may live there (birds e.g. heron or goose, invertebrates e.g. grasshopper, woodlouse, 
millipede etc). 

When complete, ask each learner to add ‘large copper butterfly’ and ‘great crested newt’ to 
their visuals. Finally tell them to cross out the large copper butterfly. Explain that, in the UK, this 
particular butterfly is now extinct. What does extinct mean? (a species becomes extinct when 
there are no more individuals of that species left). 

Now ask them to circle ‘great crested newt’. Explain that this animal is now endangered in the UK. 
What does endangered mean? (a species of plant or animal close to becoming extinct, is called 
‘endangered’).

Curriculum Links
England

     Science: Changes in the environment may leave individuals within a species, and some  
entire species, less well adapted to compete successfully and reproduce, which in turn  
may lead to extinction 

Northern Ireland

     Science: Explore the importance of biodiversity, how it impacts on our lives and how it is 
affected by human activity

Wales

     Science: How human activity affects the global environment and the measures taken  
to minimise any negative effects and monitor them
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Activity B

Why do species become extinct or endangered? Working in pairs, ask learners to make a list of as 
many reasons they can think of that may cause a species to become extinct or endangered. (The 
spread of disease, the introduction of a new predator, climate change, poaching and hunting, 
human overpopulation, competition from another species, including humans, for food, water or 
habitats and habitat destruction e.g. deforestation, clearing land for livestock and arable farming, 
draining of ponds and marshes and use of pesticides and chemicals).

Less time? 

Just do Activity B

Have a whole afternoon?

Extend Activity A by introducing the international ‘conservation status’ system, to learners. The 
founder of WWT, Sir Peter Scott, is also considered to be one of the founders of modern nature and 
wildlife conservation. He created the ‘IUCN red list’ which categorises species according to how 
endangered they are. It uses the following terms: extinct, extinct in the wild, critically endangered, 
endangered, vulnerable, near threatened and least concern. Muddle the order of these terms up 
and ask learners to order them from the most to the least serious threat. 

Ask learners to research species in the UK that are struggling and match them to the correct 
conservation status. In preparation for their upcoming visit to WWT you could discuss with learners 
whether any species they have researched live in wetland habitats (e.g. eurasian beaver, common 
crane, bittern, european eel, small tortoiseshell butterfly).

Go outside

Learners should go outside and list animals they see, or know live, in the local area. Encourage 
learners to take photos of species they don’t know specific names for and research them online.

What is the most common type of bird seen in the school playground? Are there any signs of any 
mammals living in the school grounds? Where is the most likely place for a frog or toad to live? 
If not in the school grounds, can Google Earth or other searches online help show where they 
would be living? Are any of these species endangered, threatened or vulnerable? 
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