Habitats

Going deeper activities
Curriculum Links
England
 Science: Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe
how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants,
and how they depend on each other
Northern Ireland
 The world around us: How place influences plant and animal life
Wales
 Knowledge and Understanding of the World: Myself and other living things
 ESDGC: Different habitats support different animals and plants

Activity A
Write the following animals on the board: bird, frog, ladybird, worm, spider, woodlouse,
grasshopper (you can include or substitute creatures that your group learned about during their
recent visit to WWT). You may wish to find and display pictures of these animals as well. In small
groups, ask your learners to choose one of the animals that is most familiar or interesting to them.
Take the class outside and give each group a cup, pot, tray or plate, to gather items from the
school grounds that would make a good microhabitat for that animal. Groups can collect leaf
litter, sticks, grass, soil, moss and stones. Remind learners they do not need to pick flowers or
plants to make their habitats, as they cannot live anymore once they have been picked. They
should use these to make their own micro-habitat for their chosen creature.

Activity B
When complete, walk around as a class to each one, and ask the group to tell everyone:
 what animal their microhabitat is for
 what it is made from
 why that animal lives in those conditions (perhaps it’s covered in moss for warmth, off the
ground for protection or under a bush for darkness/shade).
How does that habitat provide the basic needs for that animal? (Encourage vocabulary such as
sheltered, cool, dark, damp, plenty of food, safe). What would that animal eat and where would
they find their food?

AGES

5-7

Less time?
Just do Activity A

Have a whole afternoon?
Extend Activity A by asking the groups to draw/collage/create animals that might live in the
microhabitats they have created. They can then place these in the microhabitats. Point out that
many different species may live in the same microhabitat. Photographs of these microhabitats
could be used to make a visual display or a resource for labelling in a different session.

Go outside
Go to an area of paving or tarmac. Place a hula hoop down and ask the class: Whose habitat is
this? What animals can you see living here? Are there any frogs here? Are there any ladybirds?
Why not? (Lack of food, shelter, safety, warmth etc). What would happen if we paved over/
tarmacked the whole school field/playground/local park? (animals would no longer have their
homes or food). Discuss how the conditions affect the number and types of plants and animals
that live here. WWT is a charity that helps to protect wetlands and make sure they do not get
built on as the world has lost about half its wetlands in the last 100 years.
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