Habitats

Going deeper activities
Curriculum Links
England
 Science: Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose
dangers to living things
Northern Ireland
 The world around us: Ways in which people, plants and animals depend on the features
and materials in places and how they adapt to their environment
Wales
 Science: The environmental factors that affect what grows and lives in different
environments, e.g. sunlight, water availability, temperature

Activity A
Either as a class or in pairs, add labels to the ‘Habitats’ visual (see final page of this document) of all
the living things that may live in this wetland habitat. Encourage learners to reflect on their recent
visit to WWT and the living things they learned about. Write the words ‘large copper butterfly’ and
‘great crested newt’ on the board and ask learners to add these to their visuals along with the
animals they can think of (you may wish to source picture of the large copper butterly and great
crested newt to make this more visual).
When finished, tell the pairs to cross out the ‘large copper butterfly’ mentioned above. Explain that
this species of butterfly is now extinct. Extinct means it no longer exists and has disappeared forever.
Now ask them to circle ‘great crested newt’ and explain that this animal is now endangered, which
means that it is close to becoming extinct.
Most often animals become endangered because their habitat is damaged or destroyed. When this
happens, there is no place left for them to go. This is why it is important for charities, like WWT, to
protect the habitats of plants and animals.
NB. If you would like your learners to research the work of a naturalist, the founder of WWT, Sir
Peter Scott, is an interesting and inspiring choice as he is also considered to be one of the founders
of modern nature and wildlife conservation (he created the ‘IUCN red list’ which categorises
species according to how endangered they are as well as helping to set up WWF). The WWT
website makes a good starting point for researching Sir Peter Scott. Your learners could also ask
your local WWT centre for further resources.
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Activity B
Discuss the positive and negative impacts humans have on the environment (positives include
creating nature reserves, parks, or ponds, and some negatives include development, litter or
water pollution).
What can we do to help the environment? (protect endangered species, support or volunteer for
charities such as WWT who protect, repair and create wetlands for wildlife, plant trees, recycle, save
water, create microhabitats for creatures, such as building bug hotels/bee homes, plant flowers for
pollinators to encourage them back to the area (i.e. giving them food as well as shelter etc). Learners
add these as labels around the ‘Habitats’ visual.

Less time?
Just do Activity B

Have a whole afternoon?
Extend Activity B by demonstrating how to make the ‘Habitats’ visual into a poster, raising awareness
for the endangered great crested newt. Show learners a picture of the newt, so that they can draw it,
or provide them with a printed picture of one.
Encourage them to use the information learnt to add information boxes, images, labels and ways
the public can help. Other animals could also be drawn on the image with sentences such as ‘don’t
let this animal go extinct’, ‘we can all look after our wildlife’, ‘help to protect our wetlands’ etc. These
posters can then be pinned up round school or one chosen for the school newsletter, for example.

Go outside
Take the learners outside and do a litter pick round the school playground. Collect any crisp packets,
sweet wrappers, soft drink cans or bits of paper that have been left lying around. Small animals
may crawl into these items and then become stuck, they may get eaten by animals creating health
problems, or get tangled around them.
This is a practical, awareness-raising introduction to how learners can actively protect the wildlife
around them. It will introduce learners to local conservation, providing them with an initial step that
they can take to support local wildlife. Through discussion afterwards, this could spark ideas about
further ways they can actively protect their local environment.
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