
Identification and Classification

Going deeper activities

Activity A

Choose one learner to be the ‘guesser’ and stand at the front of the class with their eyes closed. 
Ask the class to silently choose an amphibian or an invertebrate from the picture sheets (see 
final pages of this document). Once chosen, the ‘guesser’ should open their eyes. Displaying the 
pictures so that both the ‘guesser’ and the rest of the class can see, the ‘guesser’ now asks the class 
yes/no questions (the answers must only be yes or no).

     Is it an invertebrate?

     Does it have 6 legs?

     Can it fly? 

     Is it a……?

When guessed correctly, the ‘guesser’ chooses another learner to take their place at the front.

Activity B

Split your class into groups or pairs. Give each group copies of the animal picture sheets. Take 
your class to an area in the playground, or local area, with some grassland, woodland, hedgerow 
or undergrowth. Somewhere with logs, stones or leaf litter is normally a good place to start. 
Although Spring and Summer may be a warmer time of year, Autumn is also a great season for 
this, due to the amount of leaf litter and damp ground. Explain that they are going on a hunt for 
the animals on the sheets and must record their findings by making a tally next to each one. If they 
find something that is not on the sheets, they should add it by drawing it on or by taking a photo, 
so they can research it later. It is very important for learners to understand how to take care of 
animals from their local environment and the need to return them safely to their original location 
after study. Demonstrate this by rolling a log over, carefully observing what is underneath, marking 
it on the sheet and then carefully rolling the log back. 

Curriculum Links
England

     Science: Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways; Explore and use 
classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in their local and 
wider environment
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     The world around us: Interdependence

Wales

     Science: Through fieldwork, the plants and animals found in two contrasting local 
environments, e.g. identification, nutrition, life cycles, place in environment

AGES

7-11



Activity C

Gather together and discuss which animals they found and did not find. If one group found an 
animal and another didn’t, can they show them the kind of microhabitat they found it in? Give 
the groups another 10 minutes to share their findings and show one another different locations. 
What was the most common animal found? What was the most common microhabitat? Did you 
find the same invertebrates as the ones at WWT, or different ones? What was the difference in 
microhabitats between your search in the playground and your visit to WWT? 

Less time? 

Just do Activity B

Have a whole afternoon?

Extend Activity B by asking learners to draw a table displaying the name of the animal, a brief 
description, the number found and the microhabitat.

Go outside

Now learners know the definition of an invertebrate (animals which do not have a backbone), 
discuss what a vertebrate is (animals which have a backbone). Go on a walk or go to the local 
park for a vertebrate hunt. Name, describe and write a list of the vertebrates you see (dog, human, 
pigeon, squirrel, cat etc.). Take photos too if possible.

Using chalk or hoops in the playground, learners sort names (or photos) into vertebrate groups 
(mammals, fish, amphibians, reptiles and birds) based on their physical characteristics. Can they 
add some names of amphibians or fish that you may not have seen on the walk? (Toad, frog, 
newt, trout, salmon).
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Identification and classification: Amphibians


