
Migration

Going deeper activities

Activity A

Give learners their labelled map from the ‘Getting Into’ activity (if you have not completed this 
activity, ask learners to label the seven continents as well as UK, South Africa, Sudan, Norway, 
Canada, Russia, Argentina and Myanmar before continuing and remind learners of what migration 
is – a blank copy of the map can be found at the end of this document).

Explain that you would like learners to plot the migration routes of some birds. Model plotting the 
migration route of a swallow between the UK and South Africa, drawing a straight dotted line 
between the two countries and ask learners to do the same on their map and to label the route 
as ‘swallow’. Display the following migration routes and ask learners to add them to their map 
between the countries with each bird’s route in a different colour and labelling the route with the 
bird’s name or adding a key. 

     Sand martins (live in UK during the summer, over-winter in Sudan)

     Spoon-billed sandpiper (live in northern Russia during the summer, over-winter in Myanmar)

     Barnacle geese (live in Norway in the summer, over-winter in UK)

     Greater yellowlegs (live in Canada during the summer, over-winter in Argentina)

     Bewick’s swans (live in Siberia, northern Russia during the summer and over-winter in the UK)

If you have seen other migratory birds on a recent visit to a WWT centre with your learners, you 
might wish to swap some of the above routes for those of birds that are familiar from the visit.

Curriculum Links
England

    Geography: Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical 
and human characteristics, countries and major cities 

Wales

    Geography: Identify and locate places and environments using globes, atlases, and maps; use 
maps, imagery and ICT to find and present locational information; identify and describe the spatial 
patterns (distributions) of places and environments and how they are connected

Northern Ireland

   The World Around Us: How and why people and animals move
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Activity B

Point out that for the purpose of this activity, they have drawn straight lines from one location to the other  
but birds’ migratory journeys are not necessarily straight routes. Why do you think this is? Think about what  
the birds will need on the way and what might be difficult to cross (they will need to stop/rest in various  
locations that have a plentiful food supply/are safe. Routes are also affected by: climate, temperature, air  
currents/thermals and physical features e.g. mountains, oceans or deserts).

Scientists have tracked the exact migration route of swallows from the UK to South Africa. They start in the UK and 
travel through France and Spain in Europe and into Morocco in Africa. Ask learners to add use their atlas to locate and 
label France, Spain and Morocco on their map. Why do you think the swallows travel to Africa via Spain? (less sea 
to cross, crossing a wide expanse of sea uses lots of energy because there is nowhere to stop, rest and feed). Now ask 
learners to use their atlas to locate and label the Sahara Desert on their map. Point out that the Sahara Desert is on 
the swallow’s route from Morocco to South Africa. Why might it be difficult to cross? (it’s very large, it’s hot, dry, there is 
little water/food). Some swallows do cross the Sahara Desert. They stop for a while to eat a lot of food before they go. 
Some swallows choose to go round the desert into East Africa before heading down to South Africa. Either as a whole 
group, in pairs or individually plot the actual migration routes of swallows, using the same colour as used in section a) 
for swallows, but this time, using a solid line.

Less time? 

Just do Activity A

Have a whole afternoon?

Extend Activity A: Give pairs of learners an atlas and display the following questions on the board for learners to 
complete ‘a migration quiz’:

     Might any of the birds travel through France?

     Of all the birds on your map, which migration route is the longest?

     How many countries might swallows travel through whilst migrating?

     Which countries might barnacle geese travel through during their migration?

     Using the scale in your atlas, how far does the Bewick’s swan fly? Label this on your map.

If you have enough time and access to the internet, it would be interesting to look up WWT’s Flight of the Swans 
expedition in which a lady called Sacha Dench flew with Bewick’s swans on their migration route from Arctic Russia  
to the UK.

Go outside

Fold a piece of card in half and draw the shape of half a swallow on one of the halves (each learner could do this or 
you could provide a template). Ask them to cut round it and unfold the card, revealing the shape of a whole swallow. 
If time and resources allow, you could mould a cylindrical shape from clay or plasticine around the card providing 
a 3D body and head and giving learners something a little easier to hold on to. Go outside, to an open area, and 
tell the story of the swallows’ migration. Learners should take their model swallows on a journey e.g. It’s September, 
the UK is getting colder and the swallows know winter is coming and it is time for them to migrate to somewhere 
warmer. They gather together in large groups because it’s safer than travelling alone (the learners gather together 
in groups). Then they start their journey to South Africa (all the learners fly around with their models). Suddenly, as 
they fly over France, they are hit by a huge storm. They sway and struggle but finally make it to Spain (encourage 
learners to ‘act this’). Unfortunately, their next obstacle is a large hawk, swooping and attacking (learners could fly 
in various directions to avoid the ‘hawk)’. As they fly over the Sahara Desert in Africa, they fly as a group (learners 
should follow this instruction). This doesn’t last long however as they scatter when they come across the pylons and 
electrical cables built in South Africa. This is just an example, but you can add key physical and human characteristics, 
countries and major cities to the story, as appropriate for your class.
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