
Migration

Going deeper activities

Activity A

The seasonal movement of animals from one region to another and back again is called 
migration. In 2016, WWT conducted a conservation awareness-raising expedition along the 
migration route of the Bewick’s swan. A lady called Sacha Dench flew a paramotor with Bewick’s 
swans on their migration route from Arctic Russia to WWT Slimbridge. She and the swans flew 
7000km, through 11 countries on their journey.

Give learners their labelled map from the ‘Getting Into’ activity (if you have not completed this 
activity, ask learners to label/create a key identifying the seven continents and to add a compass 
rose on their map. A blank copy of the map can be found on the last page of this document. They 
should also plot Russia and the UK – remind them that Russia spans Europe and Asia). Using the list 
below and an atlas and/or online maps for support, learners should plot the migration route of the 
Bewick’s swan on their map.

Summer breeding grounds: Northern Russia (the exact starting point is a little west of the Europe/
Asia border, in northern arctic Russia).

   Southern Finland

   Estonia 

   Latvia

   Lithuania

   Poland

   Germany

   Denmark 

   Netherlands

   France

Over-winter in the UK (in various places but the Flight of the Swan project tracked the swans to 
WWT Slimbridge in the west of England)

You may wish to look up WWT’s Flight of the Swans expedition online – learners can compare the 
route they’ve drawn with the route maps from the project. It’s interesting to note that the birds 
tracked in the project did not all fly exactly the same route.

Curriculum Links
England

     Geography: Extend locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s 
countries using maps of the world to focus on Africa, Russia, Asia (including China and India), and the 
Middle East, focusing on their environment regions, including polar and hot deserts, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries and major cities

N. Ireland

      Science and Technology: Science

Wales

     Geography: How and why is this place/environment/ feature connected to and interdependent with 
other places/environment/features?

AGES

11-14



Activity B

All migratory birds face huge challenges. Bewick’s swans make this journey (there and back) every 
year, often returning to the same wetlands and stopping at the same places on their journey and 
they can live for up to 30 years. They battle their way over thousands of kilometres of desolate 
tundra, wooded wilderness and vast lakes and seas.

What is tundra? (areas in which the ground remains frozen for most of the year and the soil 
temperature is rarely above zero degrees Celsius. Very little vegetation can survive). Why might flying 
over vast areas of tundra, huge lakes and seas be a problem for the Bewick’s swans? (lack of food/
places to rest. They must fatten up before they begin their journey in order to survive). 

One of the reasons for WWT’s Flight of the Swans expedition was to highlight the need for 
conservation. Since 1995 the number of Bewick’s swans making the migration from arctic Russia to 
northern Europe has plummeted by nearly a half – from 29,000 to just 18,000. This decline in numbers 
is largely due to human impact on the environment. 

What might the reasons for the decline be? (Loss of habitat including wetlands being drained or 
built upon, illegal hunting, the presence of wind turbines and power pylons in the swans’ flight path, 
climate change). Discuss some of these in more detail as a group.

On a plain piece of paper, ask learners to create a mind map, with the word Bewick’s swan migration 
in the middle. Ask them to write everything they now know about the Bewick’s swan migration. 
This could be words, sentences, diagrams or bullet points and include names of countries, oceans, 
definitions, reasons for, things that affect it etc. 

Less time? 

Just do Activity A

Have a whole afternoon?

Extend Activity B: Working individually or in pairs, ask learners to spend no more than twenty 
minutes researching the Bewick’s swan further online (WWT’s website is a good place to start). They 
should add two to four extra facts to their mind map. They should then create an infographic titled 
Migration of the Bewick’s Swan. The infographic should include the challenges the swans face.

Go outside

Take learners to an area outside e.g. a playing field, a tennis court or yard. They will need some 
equipment that they can safely use as ‘obstacles’. That could be hoops, PE markers/cones, small 
blocks, chairs etc. Working in groups of three or four, ask learners to set up fictional migration routes 
around the outdoor area. Each route must include three or four geographical ‘obstacles’; these are 
objects that represent real life challenges (human impact or physical geography) that a migrating 
bird might encounter. At each obstacle, they must also decide on an action they must take that 
helps tell the story of the migration. Once completed, with one person as ‘storyteller’, they should act 
out their migration route with its obstacles. Each group can then show their migration route story to 
another group.
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