Plants

Getting into activities
Curriculum Links
England
Science: Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including
trees
Northern Ireland
The world around us: Interdependence; place
Wales
Knowledge and understanding of the world: Myself and other living things - identify some animals
and plants that live in the outdoor environment; learn the names and uses of the main external parts
of the human body and plants

Activity A
Fold the ‘Plants’ visual (see final page of this document) in half so that only the dandelion is visible.
Display it for the class to see. This is a dandelion. Has anyone seen this plant before? Where?
Every plant has features. Just like we have eyes for seeing and ears for listening, plants have
features that help them too. (N.B get the class to help with the spellings of the following words as
they are mostly all phonetically spelt with sounds and digraphs from phonics phases 2-5)
Point to the roots of the dandelion. Does anyone know what these are called? Label the visual
with the word ‘roots’. Roots keep the plant in the ground/bed/bank and take-up water. Plants
need room to grow.
Point to the leaves. What are these? Label the visual with the word ‘leaves’. The leaves absorb
energy from the sunlight. Plants need light to grow.
Point to the stem. What is this called? Label the visual with the word ‘stem’. The stem transports
water around the plant. Plants need water to survive.
Point to the flower. And what is this? Label the visual with the word ‘flower’. This is where the
seeds are made. Plants need to make seeds so that more plants will grow.
Practise verbally describing the plant using the new vocabulary.
Now unfold the visual to reveal the second plant. This is a water lily. Some of this plant grows under
water. Despite one being submerged in water, do both plants on the visual have similar features?
Using the new vocabulary, learners talk with a partner about the similarities and differences
between the two plants.

AGES
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Activity B
Give each learner a ‘Plants’ visual and ask them to label the water lily with the 4 features they
have just learnt. If they write the words in the centre of the visual, between the 2 plants, they would
only need to write the words once but could label both plants, drawing one line out to label the
dandelion and a second to label the water lily.

Less time?
Just do Activity A

Have a whole afternoon?
Extend Activity A: Instead of writing the labels directly onto the visual, write them on pieces of
card instead. That way you can stick them on the visual, take them off, jumble them around and
practise putting them in the right places again. Making up actions for the class to do as the
features are re-labelled, will help them further in remembering the words.

Go outside
Can learners find examples of the features on living plants in the school grounds? How are they
similar and how are they different? The stem, for example, on one plant can be very different
from the stem on another. Finding an example of a stem on 3 different plants will help show the
similarities and differences between plants. Why can’t they find examples of roots? Where are
they? Show learners the Plants ‘visual’ and explain that most plants have parts that are above
ground and parts that are below ground.
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