Plants

Going deeper activities
Curriculum Links
England
Science: Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including
trees
Northern Ireland
The world around us: Interdependence; place
Wales
Knowledge and understanding of the world: Myself and other living things - identify some animals
and plants that live in the outdoor environment; learn the names and uses of the main external parts
of the human body and plants

Activity A
Explain that we must learn about, and care for, plants as they are essential for animals and humans.
But why? At this Key Stage, the most important factors are:
Food: Plants provide food for humans e.g. fruits and vegetables, and animals. Can you name
some?
Shelter: Plants, including trees, provide shelter for many different animals. What lives in plants or
trees? On your recent visit to WWT, did you see any animals sheltering in plants?
Air: Plants make a gas called oxygen. Oxygen is used by all living things for breathing.
Split the learners into groups. Provide each group with a ‘Plants’ visual (see final page of this
document). Ask each group to identify a tree in the distance, either by going outdoors or looking
out through the classroom window. Hold the visual up alongside the chosen tree. Although it doesn’t
seem like it, small plants and trees are more similar than we might first think. Groups discuss and
match the different features on the visual to the tree (leaves, flowers, roots). Do trees have stems?
The trunk and branches transport water around a tree. Which parts of the tree can we see, and
which parts are hidden? It’s hard to imagine but there’s a lot of the tree growing underground! Find a
small plant and explain that many years ago, that tree started off this small.
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Activity B
In the classroom, look at the ‘Plants’ visual. Ask learners to talk to a partner about how a plant grows/
changes over time. What is the order? What grows first? The very beginning of a flower growing is
called a bud. Demonstrate a bud, opening to form a flower, with your hands and get the learners to
copy. Ask them to draw a new stem with a bud onto the diagram of the dandelion and the water lily,
on the visual. Finally ask learners to number the growth/change on their visuals
(1. Roots, 2. Leaves, 3.Bud, 4.Flower/Petals, 5.Seed Head).

Less time?
Just do Activity B

Have a whole afternoon?
Extend Activity B by splitting the learners into five groups. Cut up a photocopy of one of the learners’
‘Plants’ visual and place one growth stage on each table e.g. roots with Group 1, leaves with Group
2, a bud with Group 3, Group 4 has a flower and Group 5 has a seed head. Ask them to draw only the
growth stage they have on their table.
Once that is complete, they find four other learners, each with a different stage, to complete the
growth of the dandelion. Sticking all their drawings down, in order, in a circular layout, will create the
lifecycle of a dandelion and make large display items for use whilst continuing learning on plants.

Go outside
Look around at all the trees you can see. Can the learners name any trees? How could we group the
trees? Do trees stay green all year round? What happens? Do all trees lose their leaves in winter?
Explain that one way we can group trees is Evergreen and Deciduous. Evergreen trees stay green all
year round and Deciduous trees have leaves that change colours in the autumn, fall off in the winter,
and grow back in the spring.
How many of the trees you can see now are deciduous and how many are evergreen?
If it’s spring/summer so you’re not sure which are deciduous and which are evergreen (as all the trees
are green), you can normally tell by:
The shape. Evergreen trees are most often cone shaped, such as a Pine or Fir (Christmas trees)
The leaves. Evergreen trees often have needles or waxy leaves.
By looking at the shape and collecting leaves from various trees, make a class tally showing the
numbers of deciduous trees and the number of evergreen trees.
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