Structure of animals

Getting into activities
Curriculum Links
England
 Science: Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians,
reptiles, birds and mammals)
Northern Ireland
 The world around us: Interdependence
Wales
 Knowledge and Understanding of the World: Myself and other living things - learn the names
and uses of the main external parts of the human body and plants

Activity A
Fold the ‘Structure of animals’ visual (see final page of this document) in half and display just the
birds, for the class to see. Have you seen any of these birds before? Allow learners time to talk to a
partner, say any names of birds they know, or ask any questions they have. Point to each bird and
say its name. What is a bird? (A bird is a type of animal that has feathers, wings and a beak). What
special things can a bird do, that not all animals can do? (Birds lay eggs and most birds can fly).
Now unfold the visual and show them the mammals side. Allow learners time to talk to a partner,
say any names they know, or ask any questions they have. What is a mammal? (A mammal is a
type of animal that has fur or hair). What special things can a mammal do? (A female mammal
can feed its babies with milk). Point to each mammal and say its name.

Activity B
Cut out the picture of the swallow from the ‘Structure of animals’ visual and display this for the
learners to see. This is a bird. It is called a swallow. We have a head (put your hand on your head)
but where is the swallow’s head? Demonstrate drawing a line from the bird and labelling this body
part (N.B. it is worth spending some time modelling how to draw lines and label correctly as this is
an important skill to have. For example, show learners that when they draw a labelling line going
off left of the picture, they must then start their word even further to the left. KS1 learners often end
up writing words backwards as they attempt to label). Where is this bird’s eye? Continue labelling
until you have added the words head, eye, beak, feet, legs and wing. Learners should help spell
these words for you. Point out that you can only see one eye and wing in the picture, does this
mean this bird only has one eye and one wing? (No, they’re just on the other side of the bird, the
side we can’t see in the drawing).

AGES

5-7

Activity C
Write the following body parts for all learners to see: head, neck, feet, legs, ear, eye, mouth, wing,
beak, tail. Give every learner a cut out image of an animal from the ‘Structure of animals’ visual.
Ask them to stick it on a piece of paper and label it with its body parts (for some learners you
could print the words for them to stick). As learners will not all have the same animal, encourage
them to help each other. Do you need to use ALL the words? (No, some animals do not have some
of the body parts written at the front of the class).
Now bring the learners back together and model verbally describing the swallow, using the body
parts you have just identified. Add in adjectives to make the description a little more specific e.g.
This is a bird. It is called a swallow. A swallow has a small head, a forked tail, a short beak and two
black eyes. Learners should use their own labelled animals to practice a verbal description to a
partner. They can use the following speaking frame: This is a (animal name). It has….and…..

Less time?
Just do Activity B

Have a whole afternoon?
Extend Activity C by displaying the full ‘Structure of animals’ visual for all of the class to see. Ask
one learner to repeat their verbal description (without saying the name of the animal) and the rest
of the class have to guess which animal is being described. How do you know? Repeat with other
animals from the visual.

Go outside
As a whole group, go out bird and mammal spotting in the playground, nearby park or on a local
walk. Model and demonstrate how to stay quiet and still. Explain that this is how you will see the
most animals. Running at birds or shouting and scaring animals is not kind or friendly. How many
mammals can you spot? Can you count the number of birds you see? Which body parts can you
see? Encourage learners to describe the animals they see. How would you describe it? What
does it look like? Take photographs and try to match these to animals in an identification book or
online. Can you find the animal you’ve just seen, in this book?
Ask learners to predict which types of birds they will see at the WWT centre, on their visit. Will they
be the same as the ones you’ve seen today, or will they be different? Why?
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