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Martin Mere Wetland Centre:  
Where life-long memories are created
Martin Mere Wetland Centre provides unique opportunities for learners of all 
ages and abilities to interact with wetland wildlife from the UK and across the 
world. Our educational visit packages cover key science, geography and PSHE 
topics from EYFS to KS2. They include curriculum-linked learning sessions, pre 
and post visit session plans and a range of interactive resources that supporting 
adults can use to enhance children’s learning.

As one of the UK’s leading providers of outdoor education, we know that 
children learn best through real-life experiences and hands-on activities.  
Join us for an action-packed day of exploration and discovery.   

“�The organisation was superb and the activities magnificent. I already had high 
expectations for the day but the outcomes surpassed my expectations. It was one 
of the best trips I’ve done in 30 years of teaching. Heartfelt and sincere thanks to 
all involved for such a perfect trip. Life long memories were created today.” 

100% of visiting teachers would recommend a trip to Martin Mere 
Wetland Centre.

A stress-free trip
We offer free familiarisation visits, risk 
assessments and pre and post-visit 
resources. Our experienced learning 
staff are on hand to discuss your 
needs prior to the visit and, with 
experience of delivering sessions to  
a wide range of ages and abilities,  
will ensure your learners get the  
most out of their day.  

“Everything ran smoothly and  
was so efficient.” 

97% of teachers rated the trip 
either very easy (84%) or easy (13%) 
to organise.

Great value
For our latest prices, see our Learning 
Zone website.

“Well worth the money.” 
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Enjoy our comprehensive educational  
visit package that includes:
•	 Full day admission with access to 

centre, nature reserve and exhibits

•	 Curriculum-linked learning session(s) 
of your choice

•	 Pre and post-visit session plans  
and resources

•	 Self-guided learning resources  
for use during your visit 

•	 Bag storage, classroom lunch  
space and free coach parking

•	 Free familiarisation visit including 
free family entry

•	 Risk assessments and  
safety information 

•	� Free accompanying adults*

Curriculum-linked learning sessions
Bring your curriculum to life through our hands-on learning sessions. Designed to 
promote learning through exploration and discovery, we offer a range of sessions 
to cater for all ages and abilities, focusing on the following curriculum areas:

•	 Adaptations and evolution 

•	 Ecosystems, interdependence  
and environmental change

•	 Environmental issues

•	� Food chains and webs 

•	 Habitats 

•	 Identification and classification

•	 Life cycles

•	 Migration

•	 PSHE / Health and wellbeing

•	 Plants

•	 Structure of animals

•	 The water cycle

•	 History

	 See Living History Days later in this booklet

Health and Wellbeing sessions
Connecting with nature improves mental wellbeing and increases achievement, 
making children feel happier, increasing their self-confidence and reducing 
stress and anxiety. Our ‘Wellies and Wellbeing’ sessions use mindfulness, 
storytelling and sensory approaches to improve children’s wellbeing whilst 
inspiring a love of nature.

We welcome educational 
groups year round with 
sessions for every season.  
For our latest prices, 
please see our learning 
zone website.

“The children’s learning was 
enriched and enhanced by  
the experience. A ‘real 
adventure’ as described by 
one of my kids!”

98% of teachers rated their 
session either excellent 
(92%) or good (6%).



Beyond science
Our learning team can also help you 
design your visit to tie in with your 
curriculum work across a wide range 
of subjects. Examples might include 
geography work on migration, maths 
activities in the outdoors, artwork or 
poetry writing. 

Self-guided learning 
resources
Specially designed for use by parent 
helpers, teachers and teaching 
assistants, our self-guided learning 
resources will make sure you get the 
most out of any self-guided time.

Pre and post-visit 
resources
Developed by educational experts, in 
partnership with practising teachers, 
our pre and post-visit resources 
introduce topics prior to your visit  
and extend pupils’ learning back  
in the classroom.

Special educational needs 
and disabilities
Martin Mere is a fully accessible site. 
Please contact us to discuss your 
learners’ needs and our experienced 
staff will adapt your programme to 
ensure all learners get the most out  
of their day.

“The interactive nature 
of the activities was so 
appropriate for all of our 
pupils and was easily 
adjusted to meet every 
ability and need.”
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Discover endangered species
Our founder, Sir Peter Scott, rescued 
Hawaiian geese from extinction. 
Today, we are still doing this for other 
species around the world. At Martin 
Mere learners can get up close to 
some of these birds and learn their 
dramatic stories. 

Meet our otters
Spot our otters in their specially built 
wetland habitat. Watch them play, 
feed and interact to find out how they 
are adapted to their wetland home.

View exotic birds from around  
the world
Look out for our European and  
South American flamingos, dance and 
hoot with the cranes and listen to our 
white storks loudly clacking their bills. 
You might even see a wild heron as 
you explore…

Get up close to birds
Getting up close to birds is one of the 
unforgettable joys of visiting us. Watch 
your learners’ faces light up at this 
amazing experience. 

Purchase goody-bags for  
your class
Many schools combine use of the play 
area with visiting our nearby gift shop, 
where lots of pocket-money items are 
available.  We can pre-prepare goody 
bags ready for your arrival.

Take a walk on the wild side
Bring your wellies and venture off 
the beaten track in our ‘Wild Walk’. 
Discover our wobbly bridge, balance 
beams, reedy paths, stepping stones 
and secluded dens. A real adventure 
for children of all ages.

Watch wildlife from our child-
friendly hides
Our Discovery Hide, with its comfy 
seats, huge windows, binoculars and 
ID books is the ideal introduction 
to viewing the thousands of swans, 
geese, ducks and waders which visit 
Martin Mere. 

Enjoy watery fun
Our adventure playground has slides, 
climbing towers, a zip-wire, rope-walks 
and swings as well as a wet play area. 

So much to see and do…



Contact us
If you require further information or have any questions, 
please get in touch. We look forward to hearing from you.

E:  	 education.martinmere@wwt.org.uk 

T:   	 01704 891244

W:  	wwt.org.uk/learningzone

: 	 @WWTMartinMere

Wetland settlers: living history days
Bring your history topic to life with 
one of our living history days. Our 
roundhouse village is open every 
spring and autumn for visits from 
groups of Celts, Romans, Vikings  
or Saxons.

Learn, hands-on, how to use wetland 
materials for thatching, how to weave 
willow into a wall and how to peel 
willow to make charcoal (which you 
can take back to school and use for 
art work). 

Forage for items such as medicinal 
herbs, eggs, fruit, berries and 
mushrooms (no eating!).

Discover how to light a fire with flint 
and steel and arm yourselves with 
shields and swords to organise the 
defence of your new wetland home. 

Lunch is round the central fire in the 
village, weather permitting. 

These sessions book up a year ahead, 
so do call us as soon as possible to be 
sure of a place.

Suitable for Key Stage 2.



Supporting vital education and conservation work 
worldwide
WWT is the world’s leading wetland conservation charity and learning 
has been a key focus for the organisation since its inception by Sir Peter 
Scott in 1946. Since then we have welcomed over two million learners 
to our centres across the UK. By choosing us for your school trip, you’re 
supporting our vital education and conservation work in  
the UK and across the world. 

“It’s excellent to think that our school visit cost went to such a great cause.”

Our learning team
Our learning team love the work they do and are passionate about 
engaging learners with the natural world. They will do everything to 
make your visit a success and will be happy to answer any questions you 
may have.

“The staff were AMAZING. So helpful. Particular thanks to the gentleman 
who brought us flamingo feathers and taught us the flamingo dance. It 
meant a lot to our group of vulnerable students.”

How to find us
Martin Mere Wetland Centre is located six miles from Ormskirk and 10 
miles from Southport. Follow the brown duck signs from all major roads 
and motorways.

Free coach parking is available at the centre.

Postcode for Sat Navs: L40 0TA.
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