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Washington Wetland Centre:  
Where life-long memories are created
Washington Wetland Centre provides unique opportunities 
for learners of all ages and abilities to interact with wetland 
wildlife from the UK and across the world. Our educational 
visit packages cover key science, geography and PSHE topics 
from EYFS to KS2. They include curriculum-linked learning 
sessions, pre and post visit session plans and a range of 
interactive resources that supporting adults can use to 
enhance children’s learning.

As one of the UK’s leading providers of outdoor education, we 
know that children learn best through real-life experiences 
and hands-on activities. Join us for an action-packed day of 
exploration and discovery.  

“This is definitely the best school trip I have ever taken a group of 
children on. I could not have asked for more!” 

100% of visiting teachers would recommend a trip to 
Washington Wetland Centre.

A stress-free trip
We offer free familiarisation visits, risk assessments and pre 
and post-visit resources. Our experienced learning staff are 
on hand to discuss your needs prior to the visit and, with 
experience of delivering sessions to a wide range of ages and 
abilities, will ensure your learners get the most out of their day. 

“Everyone at Washington ensured our visit was  well planned and 
that all our needs were catered for - fantastic!”

98% of teachers rated the trip either very easy (95%) or easy 
(3%) to organise

Great value
For our latest prices, please see our learning zone website.

“Definitely great value for money. Our visit was worth every penny.”
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Enjoy our comprehensive educational  
visit package that includes:
•	� Full day admission with access to 

talks, reserve and wildlife collection

•	 Curriculum-linked learning session(s) 
of your choice

•	 Pre and post-visit session plans  
and resources

•	 Self-guided learning resources  
for use during your visit 

•	 Bag storage, designated lunch 
space and free coach parking

•	 Free familiarisation visit for teachers

•	� Risk assessments and  
safety information

•	 Free accompanying adults*

Curriculum-linked learning sessions
Bring your curriculum to life through our hands-on learning sessions. Designed to 
promote learning through exploration and discovery, we offer a range of sessions 
to cater for all ages and abilities, focusing on the following curriculum areas:

•	 Adaptations, evolution and 
inheritance 

•	 Ecosystems, interdependence  
and environmental change

•	 Environmental issues

•	 Food chains and webs 

•	 Habitats 

•	� Identification and classification

•	 Life cycles

•	 Migration

•	 PSHE / Health and wellbeing

•	 Plants

•	 Structure of animals

•	� The water cycle

Health and Wellbeing sessions
Connecting with nature improves mental wellbeing and increases 
achievement, making children feel happier, increasing their self-confidence 
and reducing stress and anxiety. Our ‘Wellies and Wellbeing’ sessions use 
mindfulness, storytelling and sensory approaches to improve children’s 
wellbeing whilst inspiring a love of nature.

We welcome educational 
groups year round with 
sessions for every season. 
For our latest prices,  
please see our learning 
zone website. 

“The wetlands offers 
fantastic workshops with 
experiences that cannot be 
replicated in school.”

98% of teachers rated their 
session either excellent 
(93%) or good (5%).



Beyond science
Our learning team can also help you 
to design your self-guided time to tie 
in with your curriculum work across 
a wide range of subjects. Examples 
might include geography work on 
migration, maths activities in the 
outdoors or preparatory work for 
poetry writing back at school. 

Self-guided learning 
resources
Specially designed for use by teachers, 
support staff and helpers, our self-
guided learning resources will make 
sure you get the most out of any  
self-guided time.

Pre and post-visit 
resources
Developed by educational experts, in 
partnership with practising teachers, 
our pre and post-visit resources 
introduce topics prior to your visit and 
extend pupils’ learning back in the 
classroom.

Special educational needs 
and disabilities
All areas used for learning sessions 
are fully-accessible. Please contact 
us to discuss your learners’ needs and 
our experienced staff will adapt your 
programme to ensure all learners get 
the most out of their day.

wwt.org.uk/learningzone 

“100% recommend. We  
had an amazing time.  
The group of children  
all had additional needs and the 
venue was  
very accommodating.”
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Investigate our Waterlab
Check out our colourful Waterlab 
where you can learn about the water 
cycle and explore our award-winning 
garden which includes features that 
help save water and minimise flooding.

Let off steam
Your learners can play and enjoy the 
fresh air in our outdoor Playscape. 
Climbing frames, sand and water play 
make this adventure playground a 
mini explorer’s paradise, perfect for 
kids of all ages.

Watch wildlife from our  
child-friendly hides 
For chilled out wildlife watching, 
visit our bird hides at Saline Lagoon, 
Hawthorn Wood and Wader Lake 
which are perfect for any class 
starting out. Use our ID books to 
identify different species and borrow 
our binoculars to further enhance  
this experience.

Enjoy our urban oasis
Lose yourself in 45 hectares of stunning 
wetland vistas and contemplative 
corners. Washington Wetland Centre is 
a natural wonder rarely found so close 
to major urban centres. A great place 
for learners to de-stress, improving 
their mental wellbeing. Simply be, in 
peaceful habitats.

Fabulous flamingos
Our beautiful Chilean flamingos are 
a spectacular sight to see. Visit at 
feeding time to find out more about 
their adaptations to wetland life.

Meet our otters 
Meet our otter family. Watch them 
play, feed and interact and find 
out how they are adapted to their 
wetland home.

Meet our birds 
Getting up close to the birds is one of 
the unforgettable joys of visiting us. 
See your learners’ faces light up at this 
amazing experience.

Explore our ponds
Our purpose-built raised ponds offer 
a safe and secure environment, full of 
fascinating creatures for your learners 
to discover. Book our expert-led pond 
dipping session and view a variety of 
pond creatures live on screen, using 
our underwater camera.

So much to see and do…



Contact us
If you require further information or have any questions, 
please get in touch. We look forward to hearing from you.

E:  	 education.washington@wwt.org.uk  

T:   	 0191 4195933

W:  	wwt.org.uk/learningzone

: 	 @WWTWashington



Supporting vital education and conservation work 
worldwide
WWT is the world’s leading wetland conservation charity and learning 
has been a key focus for the organisation since its inception by Sir Peter 
Scott in 1946. Since then we have welcomed over two million learners 
to our centres across the UK. By choosing us for your school trip, you’re 
supporting our vital education and conservation work in the UK and 
across the world.

“It’s excellent to think that our school visit cost went to such a great cause.”

Our learning team
Our learning team love the work they do and are passionate about 
engaging learners with the natural world. They will do everything to 
make your visit a success and will be happy to answer any questions you 
may have.

“The staff were absolutely fabulous and I could not recommend them and the 
visit enough to others. They were able to cater to all children in our group and 
the children responded very well to them. We were greeted from the bus which 
was lovely and the whole day was planned for us perfectly.”

How to find us
Located just off the A1231 in close proximity to both Newcastle and 
Sunderland (4 miles from A1M and 1 mile from A19), Washington 
Wetland Centre is easily reached by coach. Just look out for the brown 
duck signs!

Free coach parking is available at the centre.

Postcode for Sat Navs: NE38 8LE.
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