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Please wash your hands
All wildlife can carry diseases

Rain shelter

Answers to questions
pupils love to ask

How many birds do you have?

We have 70 species in the living collection,
including 16 species of geese, four species of
swans, two species of flamingos, two species of
cranes and one species of stork. On the reserve we
have over 150 species of wild birds throughout the
year.

We count the wild birds, so we know that we
can have up to 45,000 pink-footed geese (peak
numbers in October and November) and up to
2,500 whooper swans each winter.

Where do whooper swans come from?

They travel here from Iceland.

Where do pink-footed geese come from?

They travel here from eastern Greenland, Iceland
and Spitsbergen, where polar bears live.

Why do swans and geese travel to places
such as Iceland when they could stay
here to be well fed and warmer?

They travel so far north in the summer as there is
24 hours' daylight there and little competition with
other waterbirds. Their young are able to feast on

vegetation and insects, growing very quickly,
before flying as a family to Martin Mere.

Why are flamingos pink?

Flamingos eat shrimps that contain pink chemicals
which turn their feathers pink. They use the colour
to display and show off to each other.




